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an accident, not a target. Our aim was to seek
its weakest link, and bear only on that till time
made the mass of it fall. Our largest available
resources were the tribesmen, men quite unused
to formal warfare, whose assets were movement,
endurance, individual intelligence, knowledge of
the country, cpurage. We must impose the
longest possible* passive defence on the Turks
(this being the most materially expensive form of
war) by extending our own front to its maximum.
Tactically we must develop a highly mobile,
highly equipped type of army, of the smallest size,
and use it successively at distributed points of the
Turkish line, to make the Turks reinforce their
occupying posts beyond the economic minimum
of twenty men. The power of this striking force
of ours would not be reckoned merely by its
strength. The ratio between number and area
determined the character of the war, and by
having five times the mobility of the Turks we
could be on terms with them with one-fifth their
number.

Our success was certain, to be proved by paper
and pencil as soon as the proportion of space and
number had been learned. The contest was not
physical, but mineral, and so battles were a
mistake. All we won in a battle was the ammuni-
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